The Essentials looking forward to returning to Timmins
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THE ESSENTIALS will be performing at the Sylvia Gravel Theatre at
O’Gorman High School Oct. 26. The band will put on two shows, at 2
p.m. and 8§ p.m. The band members, from left are Joon Nah, Bob Van
Gieson, Joe Oliva and Dan Speck were last in Timmins for Christmas
concerts in 2000,

By James Thom
TIMMINS/The Dadly Press

The Essentials are going to bring
down the house — well the school at
lcast.

The quartet
worldwide, will be retuming to Tim-
mins Oct. 26 to perform two shows at
the Sylvia Gravel Theatre at O’Gor-
man High School. It’s been nearly two
years since The Essentials were last in
Timmins for two Christmas concerts
with the Timmins Youth Singers in
2000 and members of the band are
looking forward to coming back.

“We've been to Timmins a few times
and we've always had an awesome
time,” said Bob Van Gieson, a baritone

, which has performed

singer in the band. “The first time we

were there, we didn’t know anyone
but the acceptance and response from
the crowd was am: azing.”

The Kinsmen and Kinette Clubs of
Timmins, Senator Hotel and Arctic
Home Furnishings are bringing the
band with a 50-year repertoire of rock
and roll music back l’mm:ds from the
concerts, set for 2 and 8 p.m., will ben-
efit the O’Gorman High School Dra-
ma Club.,

“We like to try and give back (0 com-
munity ;,mups when we can,” Van
Gieson 'said. “We had such a great
treatment the last time we were here,
we want to try and do something
good for Timmins.”

Van Gicson said he and the others —
Joon Nah, Dan Speck and Joe Oliva —
are looking forward to the perform-
ances, espedally the aftemoon show.

“Our set in the afternoon should be
fun,” Van Gieson said. “We've redis
covered some older material and will
be performing a cappella. We've also
been working on gﬁorcugraphy and
our dance moves.”

The band has released three albums
— most recently Bare which includes
old favourites like The Lion Sleeps
Tonight and River of Dreams. The
band’s debut album was Oh What a
Night and it's followup album ... and
then some.

Van Gieson is also looking forward
to playing in the intimate venue the
theatre provides.

“We've played in stadiums before
hundreds of thousands of people but
there’s a neat interactions in smaller
venues,” Van Gieson said. “There’s so
much more you can do. You can pick
up the energy from the audience and
gowithit’

Following the evening concert, the
band will host a meet and greet at the
Senator Hotel where he's looking for-
ward to meeting the fans

Tickets for the shows are available at
Alfie’s Cigar Store, Fleury’s Indepen-
dent Grocer or through the school
Prices are $15 for the afternoon show
and $20 for the evening



