Timmins music-lovers tune in

The Essentials’
show includes

By Scott Paradis
The Dally Press

For The Essentials, an
a Cappella group based
out of London, Ont.,
coming to Timmins isn’t
out of the way-— it's a
destination point.

The group performed
at the Dante Club Satur.
day night to a sold-out
crowd

e weckend perform
ance marked The Essen-
tials’ fourth appearance
in Timmins and already
members are hinting
that they will be back for
a fifth show in the
unknown future

The Timmins Concert
Singers, a2 non-profit
community cholr group,
started the show,

Ihe cholr was joined
by The Essentials after a
couple of numbers, and
then the Essentials went
solo,

Before the end of the
second half of the show
the Timmins Concert
Sngers retummed to do
more songs with the a
cappella singers.

“The people here are

sold-out
local choir

great,”™ said Essentials
member Joe Oliva, “The
show Is virtually sold out
cvery time we've been
here, and the choir that
we work with has been
Rreat,

“We've always man.
aged to do songs with
them. It’s something dil-
ferent, and fun for us.”

The Essentlals travel
across the country, and
have even had a tour In
Europe. But, when they
stop In Timmins it's one
of thelr only shows in
which they participate
with a local singing
group.

“We don't do this with
anyone clse 30 it's a neat
opportunity to collabo-
rate with a completely
different group,” sald
Thom Speck, also a
member of The Essen-
tials.

*We rehearse sepa.
rately and it bn't until
the day we come here
that we collaborate and

mesh everything
together.”
IThat “meshing”

together resulted In a
nearly five-hour rehearsal

with the Timmins Con-
cert Singers  Friday
evening.

The rehearsal, how
cver, wasn't all work,

The two groups soclal-
ized between practicing
SO people could get 10
know one another and
feel more comfortable
once the show began.

The Essentials do per
form with cholrs when
they visit other cities
Thos¢ choirs, however,
will open the show and
then let The Essentials
petform for the rest of
the night

The Timmins Concert
Singers Is the only group
to actually perform with
The Esscentials when they
perform in town.

As the show neared ity
start time, the Dante
Club began to fill o
near-capacity,

Above the dining
room, the Timmins Con.
cert Singers touched up
their attire and made
final preparations with
thelr music

"Ihe)'rr very excited,”
said Lauri-Ann Loreto
Neal, Timmins Concert
Singers” musical director,
about her cholr group. “I
think they re  very
excited because of the
talent of (The Essen-
tials).”

While the singers were
excited, their nerves
were in check, Loreto
Neal said

“I'm very calm because
| know the audience is
going to rcally enjoy the
show.,” she sald. “You
can't help it with these
guys. They're a lot of
fun, high energy and
thelr performance Is sec
ond to none. S0, 1 think
it's going to be a really
cnjoyable evening.”

As the show pro-
gressed, signs that the
audience’s enjoyment
began to show,

The crowd gave thun
dering applause after
each song, clapped when
queuced by the group and
many in the audience
began to sing along
under their breath with
many of the songs.

More information
abou: The Essentials is
available on the group’s
website, wWww.cssen-
tlalsmusic.com.

The group will also
petform on the CB(C
when they sing the
national anthem at the
Alr Canada Centre. That
anthem will be the last
for the Toronto Maple
Leats” regular scason
when they take on the
Montreal Canadiens
April /

Soott Paradn, Thie Dady Pre
joon Nah, of The Essentials, performs with the rest of the group and the Tim:
mins Concert Singers at the Dante Club to a sold out audience Saturday

evening.



