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ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

On stage at the Embro Fair

By Heather Rivers
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT REPORTER

WOODSTOCK — In some ways per-
forming at the 150th anniversary of the
Embro Fair will be like a homecoming for
the a cappella group The Essentials.

Two members of the Toronto- based
four-voice doo-wop style group, Thom
and Dan Speck — are from London and
they are expecting to see some familiar
faces in the audience Friday night.

“We are absolutely looking forward to
it,” said Joe Oliva, one of the founder’s of
the band. “It’s kind of like a home show.
We're looking forward to having friends
and family in the crowd.” ;

he Essentials, known for their energet-
ic performances, say they don't shy away
from upbeat, modern music with past per-
formances that included AC/DC and
Britney Spears.

“We try not to do slow songs," Oliva said.
“We see people nodding off.”

Using only their own voices to create
their music — a cappella means without
instrumental accompaniment — Oliva said
they really only look for one thing in a
.\'()ng.

“What we look for is a song that has a
good melody. That for us is the key to a
good song,” Oliva said.

Known for their unique arrangements of
songs, the group loves to put a lot of energy
into their performances

“We're a high energy show. We don't take
ourselves too seriously,” Oliva said. “We
want (our audience) to go away singing the
songs in their heads.”

The Essential's careers as musicians have
taken them on tour to hundreds of cities
across North America and Great Britain.
They have performed with big names like
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ON STAGE: The Essentials will perform at the 150th Embro Fair.

Little Richard, The Platters and Burton
Cummings.

They have released three CDs with a
fourth Christmas CD set to be released in
November.

Another CD comprised mostly of origi-
nal material will be released not long after
the Christmas CD.

In 2000, The Essentials appeared in the
CBS movie “A Holiday Romance,” starring
Naomi Judd and Andy Griffith.

More recently they were cast in a nation-
al ad campaign where they performed the
Canadian National Anthem.

That gig led to several invitations to
perform at the Toronto Raptors and
Toronto Maple Leaf games.

Oliva said shortly after the group was

formed in 1992, they got the chance to
open for Frankie Valli and the Four
Seasons.

“Our longevity is due in part to a con-
versation with Frankie Valli,” Oliva said.

Valli told Oliva that he had stayed the
course because of his life-long love of
music.

“If you love what you do, just keep
doing it and good things will come,” he
said.

It's advice that Oliva said he has taken
to heart.

The Essentials will perform Sept. 12 to
mark the Embro Fair's 150th birthday.
Admission is free and the show begins at
8:30 p.m. at the Embro Community
Centre.
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Theo Tams
Canada’s latest idol
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WINNER: The latest “Canadian Idol” is crowned.
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